Wind power plans all
wrong for this area

By BARRY K. MILLER
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The town of Allegany is
currently considering a pro-
posal by a company called
EverPower that wants to put
450-foot high wind turbines,
with thick rotating diameters
of 350 feet, on 5,000 acres atop
Rock City. If the company gets
approval you will see as many
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The article featured a Texas
homeowner's difficulty getting
approval for a 33-foot high
windmill in his back yard.
Wal-Mart’s “green store” near-
by was discussed because its
entrance has a 120-foot high
wind turbine. People are hav-
ing a hard time getting
approval for these structures,
according to the article, pri-
marily because of “visual
blight” and noise.

It would be nice to have
responsibly situated wind
power for homes and commu-
nities. The EverPower and
Noble projects would provide
no power to their host commu-
nities.

More importantly, large-
scale wind turbines create
immense, constant noise, and
need to be situated at least 1
mile (as done in Europe) from
the nearest dwelling. Even at
1,000 feet away, they generate
twice the noise recommended
in published health standards
to preserve people’s ability to
sleep undisturbed in a rural
community, Measured noise
at completed wind parks is
even higher. Yet these wind
parks would indeed be situat-

sands of acres. Commercial
wind parks are also proposed
in Limestone and Carrolton.

Town officials who want to
find out about wind power
should book a room at the Flat
Rock Inn in Tug Hill, in the
midst of New York's largest
wind plant, which has more
than 150, 400-foot-high tur-
bines. If they like the look dur-
ing the day and the sound at
night, they should come back
and tell their constituents that
the current proposal for wind
power is just perfect.

We, however, disagree. Yes,
wind power is a wonderful
solution to our energy prob-
lems but, like many good
things, it can become a bad
thing when used irresponsibly.
Wind power plants must be
carefully and responsibly sited
and operated. The proposal as
it stands is unsatisfactory and
would seriously harm our com-
munity.

(Barry K. Miller is a
licensed mechanical engineer.
He worked as the manager of a
wind farm for nine years, He is
also president of Concerned
Citizens of Cattaraugus
County, an organization dedi-
cated to protecting the environ-
ment.)
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